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Constantine the Great's mother, St Helen of the Crses, was British

by Alan Wilson & Baram Blackett

Constantine the Great, the first Christian Romarpé&nor, had a British mother. Her
name was Helen and she became known as St Helba Gfross.

Helen was the daughter of King Coel Il, who diedha early AD 300s. Coel Il is not
to be confused with Coel I, who apart from reignimignself in the AD 100s was the
father of King Lleirwg, known to the Romans as luscor Luke, the first Christian
king anywhere. There is also Coel Ill, who reignethe AD 400s.

To learn more of Coel Il, his daughter Helen arertimes, reference can be made to
theTysilio Chronicle of the seventh-century British monk Tysilio, usihg 2002
translation of W' R Cooper [see More 18]. The corresponding notiom fthe 1811
translation by Peter Roberts Dfsilio is reproduced in Appendix I. We read of the
time of Diocletian, Emperor of Rome AD 284-305, idgrwhich Asclepiodotus, Earl

of Cornwall, came to power in Britain and St Albaas martyred.

‘And after these things, Asclepiodotus took theaost@nd ruled the kingdom for
twenty years. And in his days began the persecwildnh Diocletian, emperor of
Rome, instigated against the Christians, almosingiput the Christian faith...And
then arose Coel, earl of Gloucester, and he foagainst Asclepiodotus and
straightway slew him. And then Constans, a ser@dtBome who had been subduing
Spain, came [with his host] to Britain to make \against Coel. But, having named
the day upon which battle was to be given, theylenly made peace. And when but
a month and a week had passed by, Coel died. Ahddhdeld the crown for ten
years. And Constans took Helen as his wife, [sleghé¢he only daughter of Coel.
And she was surnamed Helen the Fair, for such pedidace and figure had never
before been seen. And a son was born to them wiaose was Constantine, the son
of Constans. And this is he who wrested Rome fribr@ hands of] Maxen the Cruel,
he and his three uncles, his mother’s brothers, wdn@ called loelinus, Trahern and
Marius.’

As we will learn, this notice sets the marriagédefen too late for her to produce a
son, Constantine, old enough to take over the emyien his father dies. We will
tackle and overcome this vital chronological chadie later, by showing that although
the key elements are all presentysilio, the account is garbled.

For now we will refer to Geoffrey of Monmouthtistory of the Kings of Britain of
1136. This was described by the archaeologist &tdrtan Flinders Petrie as a
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‘flowery expansion’ ofTysilio [see More 4], yet Geoffrey may sometimes be
consulted with profit for additional informationmrpin whatever conjectural source he
acquired it. Geoffrey describes Helen’s husbanthsTans’ inTysilio more correctly

as Constantius, while agreeing that he succeedet @aontrast to Tysilio though,
Geoffrey tells us that Helen was brought up aseeqgtin-waiting because of a lack of
brothers.

Tysilio informs us that loelinus — said to be Helen’s lheot but an uncle in Geoffrey
— married the daughter of a Roman senator. ThaiMaximianus, we learn, went on
himself to rule Britain, crossing from there inta@ and killing Gratian, co-emperor
of Rome. The modern translatorBfsilio tells us in a footnote that this occurred in
Lyons in AD 383 Tysilio later has the great King Arthur himself recalltogis
knights “...Constantine, the son of Helen and theigkéaximianus, nobles all of the
land of Britain...”.

In E O Gordon'sPrehistoric London, first published in 1914, there is a page entitled
‘St Helen of Britain at Tréves’. Tréves is the Felkmame for Trier, a German city on
the banks of the Moselle River, which had beerctgtal of Belgic Gaul. Iibe
Imperatoribus Romanis, an online encyclopedia of Roman Emperors, undeleha
Augusta’, we learn that Constantine’s foremostd@sces in the West were Trier and
Rome and that Helen may well have lived at Trier.

The images above are courtesy of Wikimedia Commonmjded in support of the
Wikipedia article ‘Helena (Empress)’. The legendssfollows: ‘Coin of Flavia lulia
Helena, mother of Constantine I. /£ Follis (19mmM53ym). Treveri (Trier) mint.
Struck 325-326 AD.

Here is what E O Gordon has to say on Helen atekrév
‘Treves is more closely connected with our earhjitiBh monarchs than any

other continental town, from its having been theoiaite residence of the Queen-
Empress Helena, who founded here the first Chms@dourch in Germany. The
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basilica of the palace of her husband, Constar@imerus, forms the actual walls
of the present Cathedral. From her gifts of on¢hefnails of the Cross, of the
Holy Coat, and other relics, the name of King Ceékautiful and accomplished
daughter "Elaine" is held in the greatest veneratas a patroness of the city.
And it is of no little interest to find that theins of the imperial palace at Tréves,
built by her son Constantine, bear so strong amétence to similar ruins in Col-

chester that postcards of the one may easily bentédr those of the other.’

(The Holy Coat, incidentally, is said to be theea®sus was wearing when he died.)

Notwithstanding the indications that Helen was Higihn in Britain, there is an
obnoxious fiction that Helen was an innkeeper’sgiéer from the Balkans (lllyria),
Bithynian Greece or some such place. Referringeanline version of th€atholic
Encyclopedia, we read under ‘St. Helena’:

‘She was of humble parentage; St. Ambrose, in@stio de obitu Theodosii",
referred to her assiabularia, or inn-keeper.’

Ambrose was the Bishop of Milan from AD 374-397.iHeegarded now as a
notorious misogynist. His suggestion, provided withevidence, that in the previous
century a future Roman Emperor had in early liferrad into the pub trade seems to
have been compounded by later ‘glosses’. A glogghere some unnamed and
undatable individual scribbles a note in the maggian old manuscript. These
glosses are invariably damaging, intended to behuiand are simply gross libels
aimed at leading researchers away from the trutb.glosses on Helen have been
misogynistic. Mary Magdalene’s reputation has nesgithe same treatment. The
genuine researcher would do well to pay no heedith calumnies. The genuine
Helen may be found readily enough in real histbmcdices (see the final paragraph
of this article), though these can require cargfidrpretation.

.'.4.‘..;,,_,_‘:,;;‘_,,1,,.-/ Husband of Helen: Constantius Chlorus — as
y depicted on a Medallion in the Yorkshire Museum,
York, in which city he died in AD 306

Princess Helen was the first wife of Constantiut@ls (‘the Pale’), a Roman
Emperor who in fact died in the north of BritainAl 306. Helen, born around AD
248, was a British Christian and so, momentoushs ter only son Constantine the
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Great, a pivotal figure in world history. So sclouis has been the treatment of Helen
that in some accounts — though not that ofGatholic Encyclopedia — she has even
been denied the status of a wife and been descaadtoncubine, which would
make Constantine illegitimate. This is patentlyuallsas Constantius Chlorus is
attested as having later divorced Helen for palitreasons, as we shall see. You
cannot divorce someone to whom you are not married!

According toDe Imperatoribus Romanis, cited previously, Philostorgiusi{st. Eccl.,
2.16) called Helen ‘a common woman not differeotrirstrumpets’. This is a woman
whose image was to appear on coins, whose ingmmiptdicated her rank as
Nobilissma Femina, and who, after 324, was to receive the title af@sta.

To appreciate the true provenance and status enHelwill be helpful to establish
the correct chronology of events. To this end,rexfee can be made The British
Chronicles (Heritage Books, 2008) by present-day author Délighes, who has
evidently steeped himself in the ancient sourcesp&ye 115 of the first of Hughes’s
monumental two volumes there is much of interesthis passage, Coel is referred to
as ‘Coilus [lI]' and ‘wledic’ is defined later agpresenting a national office, ‘Prince
of Britain’; the square brackets throughout areatu#hor’'s own.

‘The Roman Emperor Aurelian[us] was called “resatwrbis” [“restorer of the
world”] for re-uniting the Roman Emperor, ending ttAge of Pretenders”.... Roman
authority was restored in Britain in 274 by Consta“Chlorus”, one of Aurelian’s
generals, whom the Roman emperor sent to Britatin thie mission to bring the lost
province back into union with the empire. Coilug, fihe British “wledic”,
surrendered immediately to Constantius “Chlorush@landing with a Roman
Army in Britain. Thus, the last break-away provinBeitain, was re-incorporated into
the Roman empire. It was at this time that ConatarfChlorus” married the British
princess St. Helena, the daughter of the Britistetiic” Coilus [the later king], and
begot a son, Constantine, i.e. Constantine “ThatGreegend says that Constantine
“The Great” was born in Britain in 275 either atrK@r Caernarvon Castle, however
there are other legends that put his birth-plaastegr sites. Constantius “Chlorus”
was recalled during the unrest following the murafethe Roman Emperor
Aurelian[us] in 275.

After this visit to Britain in 274, Constantius ©hlis returns twice more to Britain, in
296 and 305. According to Hughes, the situatio296 was as follows:

‘ASCLA (ASCLEPIODOTUS) (ALYSSGLAPITWLWS), the Dukef Cornwall, was
elected King of Britain by the city-dukes in a cention in London, occupied by the
Roman Army under Constantius “Chlorus”. It was Gansus’ second tour-of-duty
in Britain. Constantius assents to the electioAsifla as king, or client-king, for
Ascla has earlier been his “praetorian prefectivas his duty in Roman service...’

Hughes'’s list of rulers of Britain in the relevamgriod goes like thus:
296-305 Ascla (Asclepiodotus)
305 Coilus Il

305-328 Helena “The Saint”
305-306 Constantius “Chlorus”
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306-337 Constantine | “The Great”
Abbreviating Geoffrey of Monmouth as ‘GM’, Hugheses this report of the year
305, which was to see the third of Constantiussgwito Britain:

‘...Ascla was killed by the British city-duke Coiluslentified with GM’s Duke Cole
of Colchester, who held national-office as theiBhit'wledic” [“Prince of Britain],
and usurped the nation’s throne as King Coilus II.’

Coel (Coilus IlI) then surrenders the crown to Canstis Chlorus, dying shortly
afterwards, as reported Tiysilio. Hughes’s entry for Constantius Chlorus reads:thus

‘305-306 CONSTANTIUS “CHLORUS”, on King Coilusieath, seized the British
Crown in trust for his ex-wife, St. Helena, anditls®n, Constantine, and reigned as
King of Britain for about a year. Constantius abthat time also became Roman
Emperor on the abdication of Maximian and transféthe imperial court [again] to
York. He was joined in Britain by his father, Eytios, the ex-governor of lllyria
[Yugoslavia] in Roman service, and by his son, Gamise.’

We then read the following, at the end of the santey, after some material on
Ireland:

‘The Picts renewed their raids on Roman Britainmythe reign of Constantius, and
he defeated them in battle in 306 and slew theig kiryandor “Albus”. This was his
second northern [Scottish] expedition against tleesPhis first had been during his
second tour-of-duty in Britain in 296. It was si#fter the northern campaign that
Constantius died, in 306 (23/25 July), and waseeded as King of Britain by his
son Constantine...’

The ninth-century monk Nennius in historia Brittonum lists seven Roman
emperors who held power in Britain. The fifth igt@isingly called ‘Constantine, son
of Constantine the Great'. As this emperor is dbscras dying in Britain,
presumably the entry should have read ‘Constarfatiser of Constantine the Great'.
Yet maybe there is a confused echo here of both men

Hughes’s next entry reads as follows:

‘306-337 CONSTANTINE | “THE GREAT”, reigned asrq of Britain for thirty
years, however, was an absentee monarch for mdsattime.’

Hughes’s notice for Helen precedes those of Cotisga@hlorus and Constantine.
‘305-328 HELENA “THE SAINT”, queen/empress, wassociated in the reigns of
her husband and son... in 306 upon her husband’s,deat son, Constantine,
succeeded his father in Britain as “King of Britaiand mother and son reigned co-
equally over Britain.’

This discloses why Helen has always been descabedQueen Empress. The title is
incomprehensible in the context of a low-born arigi
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We believe that with these notices David Hughesdstablished the correct
chronology, reign lengths and events. ConstanthierGs made three visits to
Britain, in 274, 296 and 305. On the first of thggats the gallant Constantius was
awarded in marriage the beguiling Helen and shaiftgrwards, in 275 in fact, she
bore him Constantine, who was thus high born wittralock.

In contrastTysilio gives us a three-visit conflation. Asclepiodotsisaid to have
reigned for twenty years rather than ten and Gobhive reigned for ten years rather
than a few months. Yet in a broad sense Tysilaprsect: the personalities are there
and the relationships are correctly articulated tidt is required of the modern-day
reader is some judicious untangling.

The excursions of Constantius Chlorus in 274, 2863205 had the same background
— the need to reassert Roman control — and ohrak toccasions this was achieved
with the assistance of the Romanophile Coel, inrdless as future father-in-law and
father-in-law (274) and ex-father-in-law (296, 305d the conflation iTysilio is at
least in some sense explicable.

Failure to recognise the 274 visit to Britain ofrStantius Chlorus leads to the
obliteration of Helen as a British historical figuibecause it implies a marriage by
Constantius to a non-Briton around that time addsarce before he comes to Britain
in 296. Here for example is Oxford scholar J F Katts in an article entitled
‘Macsen, Maximus, and Constantin®/g sh History Review, 10, 431-448, 1983):

‘...the name of the wife of Constantius and mothe€Cohstantine | is perfectly well
known. She was Helena, later famous as ‘St. Heliemdier pious works,
benefactions to churches, and the pilgrimage tdiblg Land during which she was
supposed to have discovered the relics of the Tross. Helena never, in fact, went
to Britain, having been made to accept divorce ffoomstantius at the time of his
elevation to the throne. She took the young Cotistaoff to the east and only
reappears after her son’s successful claim for empi

This line of argument depends on a rejection ofthmittedly problematic British
testimony. Yet we believe the British histories eperect in describing Helen as
British; it is just that her marriage happenedieathan is said. There is good
contemporary evidence for Constantine himself lgabieen born in Britain, probably
in 275, which we will come to in due course.

Details of the early career of Constantius Chl@messometimes described as
‘sketchy’, yet it is possible to say more on timgbrtant subject.

Juliette Arden published a book in 1920 entitlzde 200-1920 A.D. (A note
appended to the present article provides a wehtdirgkscanned version of this work.)
Among much of interest, Arden has this to say:

‘Three years after Aurelian’s accession, when Zenahd Tetricus were being
paraded in Rome in the triumphal procession of Aamg Constantius was
distinguishing himself, and obtained a great vigtor the Romans at Vindomessa in
Switzerland. He was afterwards known as “The Corgusg Spain”.’
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This chimes with the statementTgsilio that we encountered earlier:

‘And then Constans, a senator of Rome who had beleduing Spain, came [with his
host] to Britain to make war against Coel.’

As the Emperor Aurelian reigned from 270-5, thigifine with the view that there is
mixed into theTysilio notice information relating to the 274 visit toitBm of
Constantius. In further support of this, Arden $seaf Helen’s ‘marriage to
Constantius, then only at the dawn of his risinguiees...’. That has to be a reference
to 274. Arden adds that “The noble name of Flawas given to her upon her
marriage to Constantius...” Yet while providing udefilormation, Arden does not
sort out the chronological confusion that runs tigtothe British records and her own
account. Helena and Constantius have to be magader than is implied in the
British histories, if Constantine is to be old egbuo take over from his father when
Constantius dies in 306.

Constantius earned the governorship of Dalmatia fiEsnperor Diocletian in 284 or
285. This was at a time when he had been marrietiken for about a decade and
when Constantine will have been about nine yeatslosightfully, Arden has this to
say on Constantius’s rise to greatness at thedindgocletian and his co-emperor
Maximian:

‘Constantius so distinguished himself in his goveent of Dalmatia that in 292 he
was offered adoption by Maximian, and the titl€Cafesar, on condition that he
divorce Helena, and marry his stepdaughter, Theoddrthe same time a second
Caesar was appointed, Galerius, and the Roman Emps divided into four parts...
This was a plan mapped out by Diocletian hims&lhe(full significance of it will be
understood when one remembers that Constantiusu@hieas a very brilliant man,
whose many victories had given him the title ydm®re of “Conqueror of Spain”;
whose title to the Kingdom of his father-in-law,ngi Coel, was beyond dispute; and
his son, Constantine, the legal heir to all hisdat holdings.)’

Arden reports Helen’s birthplace as Colchestertardather as Coel. David Hughes
gives the name of Helen’s mother, Coel’s wife, aad®, in a genealogical tree in his
Book 2, page 423. Arden comments:

‘Concerning the much disputed point as to whereshielwas born and who her
parents were, the principal and vital evidence ngigg her birth is to be found in the
“Colchester Chronicles”, preserved in that city.’

The birthplace of Helen can be further consideliacavquotation from David Hughes:

‘The early historians, until the seventeenth centaccepted the view that St. Helena
was a British princess based on a note appendad kyitor to a now missing portion
of a manuscript by the Roman historian Ammianusddiiinus, who wrote during the
latter part of the fourth century (380s/390s), whiE somewhere among the
numerous ancient manuscripts in the Vatican Librinwas probably seen by Cesare
Baronius, who was sometime the Librarian of theidZat Library during the sixteenth
century, who says in his “Ecclesiastical AnnalsittBt. Helena was a Briton. The
German writer, Melancthon, who wrote his “Epistledtiring the sixteenth century,
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says that “Helena was a British princess”. It waewEdward Gibbon wrote his
“Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire”, that hegemson the fiction that Helena
was not a Briton but an innkeeper’s daughter, egntamaid, at either Drepanum in
Bithynia, Anatolia, or at Naissus in the Balkanst Gibbon himself admitted that
Helena’s birthplace and nationality had been “thigiect not only of literary but of
national disputes”. And since Gibbon’s time, othistorians have copied him and
generally ignore earlier historians with contraigws, and most 20century
encyclopedias completely ignore altogether anyidriteferences. The confusion is
probably due to her misidentification with Constas's concubine, who may have
been a tavern-maid or innkeeper’s daughter, whast@otius took up with early in his
career.’

Speaking of Helen in the early 300s, Hughes goes on

‘She had always been treated with distinction hyhusband, Constantius, who
earlier divorced her [the British heiress] to marheodora [the imperial heiress] for
political purpose, to secure his succession tortiperial throne. The next year, in
306, upon her husband’s death, her son, Constasticeeeded his father as “King of
Britain”, and mother and son reigned co-equallyrd@mstain.’

Note that Constantius is reckoned to have left kele marry Theodora in the year
288 or 289, though the Restoration historian P&mgerbie has the divorce date as
294 [see Appendix Ill, Enderbie’s page 167]. Agsource for scholars, Enderbie’s
account of Helen, with which we agree, and whick imany references in the
margins, is reproduced in full in Appendix Ill.

The foregoing analysis builds to an emphatic caiolu Helen was certainly British.
She married Constantius Chlorus in 274, in Londmoading to GeoffreyTysilio is
silent on this issue). She bore Constantine indttbwas divorced in 288 or 289.

Apart from being stripped of her true British proaace, Helen has also been denied
her status as a life-long Christian, from a famioues of Christians, with the
fabrication of a conversion story. Her father magrehave gone to war to counter the
Diocletian persecutions, Tiysilio is an accurate guidBe Imperatoribus Romanis

says in its entry ‘Helena Augusta’ that there adkdations that she was favourably
disposed towards Arianism. This would be in linghwa British form of Christianity.
And perhaps Helen’s Christian influence was felbenhusband; the article e
Imperatoribus Romanis on Constantius | Chlorus remarks, ‘It is worthingtin

passing, that while his colleagues rigidly enfortesl"Great Persecution in 303",
Constantius limited his action to knocking dowrew fchurches.’ As well he might,
we would deduce, with his beloved Christian Helethie background!

Helen's influence via her son was to be even gretiteugh even that is sometimes
denied. The previously cited J F Matthews putkust

‘Helena was remembered in later times for her sap@gbut inauthentic) role in the
conversion of her son to Christianity...’

In contrast we believe that the Empress Helen iaglly the establisher of
Christianity in Western Europe. After Constantine Great defeated his rival
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Maxentius at the battle of the Milvian Bridge amized Rome in AD 312, it was his
mother Helen who then ensured that Christianity made a legal religion in Rome.
Previously it had been regarded as pagan and mmeatitethe Christians had been
persecuted.

British Christians believed that god had to hayaae to live. They believed that
God lived in the Sun. God was not the Sun, buSilne was his dwelling place. This
accounts for there being Sun emblems on coins oktaatine the Great. It also
accounts for the head of a Horse on the coinseaSdim god rode in the Sun Chariot.
Under St Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican is an antcmosaic painting depicting Jesus
the Nazarene riding the Chariot of the Sun God erevthe lived with his father as a
dwelling place.

So Constantine was not a pagan Sun worshipper.

This picture, courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons, from the Wikipedia article
entitled ‘Constantine I’, shows part of the
famous statue of Constantine in the
Capitoline Museums in Rome.

Constantine’s first wife was Minerva, whom we bedievas a British Princess, like

his mother indeed. Constantine, as his father loaé thefore him, was to set aside his
first British wife for political reasons, in favoof Fausta, whose behaviour eventually
became so distressing to him that he had her meoidét his wedding to Fausta
Constantine claimed that he had all along honoBrédin. Let us see how the

Roman Catholic Church deals with this, by quotirant the online version of the
Catholic Encyclopedia. We start mid-way through the first paragraphhef éntry we
have already encountered, entitled ‘St. Helena’:

‘The statement made by English chroniclers of thedi# Ages, according to which
Helena was supposed to have been the daughtdBrdfsi prince, is entirely without
historical foundation. It may arise from the misirdretation of a term used in the
fourth chapter of the panegyric on Constantine'siage with Fausta, that
Constantine, oriendo (i.e., "by his beginningstbii the outset") had honoured
Britain, which was taken as an allusion to histyivthereas the reference was really
to the beginning of his reign.’
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The second paragraph then begins with ‘Helena wilaBwng in the year 326, when
Constantine.’. This paragraph therefore need not detain us.

The last phrase of the first paragraph presumadérs to the fact that Constantine
had been with his father in Britain when Consta@hlorus died there in AD 306.
The troops had proclaimed Constantine the succe$$us father.

It has been asserted that Constantine was bohe iMbesian military city Naissus,
modern-day NiS in Serbia, where there is even goodinamed after the great man.
Of relevance to this is what Arden has to say erstibject of Constantius’s father:

‘His father, a noble Lord of lllyria, was a natigéNaissus, the capital of the
Dardanian nation, which then consisted of a gradtqf Moesia, and there the
childhood of Constantius was passed. (This is ubtkally one reason for the
persistent errors made by historians regardinglkhee where Helena was born, many
of whom claim she was born at Naissus.)’

On Constantius’s ‘union with Helena' there is timsArden:

‘They traveled all over the empire together withithnfant son, and were known as a
most devoted pair. If their son, afterwards Cortstarthe Great, was born at Naissus,
as he is reported to have been, it was becausevreythere at the time, it having
been the birthplace of Constantius, and the pldeeravhis relatives lived.’

David Hughes comments on Constantine’s birthdaytariplace, referring to the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicles as ‘A-S’:

‘He was born 27 Feb. 275. There are five diffe@mintries and towns that historians
commonly assign as his birthplace, which are: {@fa; (2) Naissus [Nyssa] in the
province of Moesia in Bulgaria; (3) Drepanum intBmia, Anatolia; (4) Persia; and
(5) Treves, France. The classic (sic) Eumenius $&tConstantine was born in
Britain. The A-S “Life of St. Helena” (c 950); Wiglm of Malmesbury’s “History”;
the “History” of Polydore Vergil; Henry of Huntinga’s “History”; the “Chronicles”
of Dexter; and those of Martin Polonius; as wellabn of Salisbury’s “Polycration”
all say that Constantine was born in Britain. Hoarewhere in Britain, the accounts
differ, some say at the imperial palace at Yorkatothe royal residence in London, or
at Caernarvon Castle, Wales, where the royal sgastsupposedly then in residence.
Constantine at first remained in Britain and carioa his father’s work of
refurbishing Britain’s defences.’

Bearing on the question of Constantine’s birthplareexcerpt from the 1811
translation of tha@ysilio Chronicle is reproduced in Appendix |. Footnote 1 on page
96 refers to the marriage panegyric. The transl&eter Roberts, first disposes of the
mistranslation of ‘oriendo’ by Edward Gibbon. Thea are referred to Eumenius the
Panegyrist, also referred to above by David HugBamenius was a contemporary of
Constantine, who we are told addressed his empétos wedding in these terms:

‘Fortunate Britain! Now the happiest of all couesj that thou didst FIRST behold

Constantine. Justly has nature endowed thee wélyeadvantage of clime and soil.
Whence, ye Gods, is it, that new deities alwaysectorus from some EXTREME
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LIMIT of the earth? thus Mercury made his presevisile from the Nile — Bacchus
from India.’

Peter Roberts comments that ‘These complimentsotdrenwell reconciled to any
other idea than that of Constantine’s birth in &nt’ The translator then asks why the
panegyrist would write about Britain in this waylass in compliment to the place of
his hero’s birth’.

These days scholars seem to be less certain whthe/asithor of the marriage

panegyric. Yet if it was Eumenius, then these waatsy authority indeed — for
Eumenius had been none other than the privatetaeg@d Constantine’s father,
Constantius Chlorus, accompanying him on severhisomilitary campaigns.

So the real reason why Constantine had laudediBgtehis wedding, rather than the
hospitality industry of the northern Mediterraneaaa, is simple to deduce. He had
been born of a British mother and a Roman fathehably in Britain. He had parted
from his British first wife purely for reasons dbge and was keen that there should be
no slight on Britain, particularly with his ador&ditish mother on hand and bearing

in mind that her British kinsmen had helped hinhfigis way to the imperial purple.
The English chroniclers of the Middle Ages weréntigHelenwas British and

therefore her son Constantine was half-British. Ar@imonk Tysilio was right, too —
and he was writing in the AD 600s.

Note in all this that Constantine’s birthplaceriglievant to his half-Britishness.

In Sozomen'slistoria Ecclesiastica we read that Constantine picked up his
Christianity in Britain. If his first visit was dhe time of his father’'s impending death
in York in 306, then it must have involved a rapahversion! An alternative view, of
a thirty-odd year association with his Christiadiséthplace, is more plausible.

An example of the assured British treatment ofHleen and Constantine story is
given in Appendix Il. This dates from 1455 and csrfrem the pen of John de
Wavrin. The words of Peter Roberts’s splendid 18ydlio footnote may be quoted
once more:

‘If the decision of Mr. Gibbon, that Helen was mitish, were to be admitted, it may
surely be asked, how has it happened that suadaidn should become perfectly
national?’

While endorsing this sentiment, we note that inDleeWavrin extract is seen the

same chronological confusion that runs throughh&|British histories. Constantius
Chlorus had to have married the British Princesleiida 274 not during one of his

two later visits to Britain, if Constantine is te bf an age to succeed his father in 306.
Note that the three kinsmen of Helen, brotherBysilio, uncles in Geoffrey (and also
in Raphael Holinshed the Tudor historian), are wowsins in De Wavrin.

In AD 325 the Empress Helen, already getting oit hybthis time, went with a huge
bodyguard of Roman soldiers and toured around $nsee the places where Moses
went during the Exodus. She then went to Jerusalkeene she demanded that the
Holy Cross be given to her. This caused a longgs®eof arrests, threats, tortures and
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so on until finally senior clergyman told her whévdocate the True Cross. Some of
the entertaining legends surrounding how it wasddetcthat the True Cross was the
True Cross are recounted in f@atholic Encyclopedia under ‘Archaeology of the
Cross and Crucifix’.

Helen then got hold of the Cross and plasteredtit gold and jewels, encasing it in a
silver casket. She had the nails made into a bhbidiior her son's horse and sent this
to Constantine in his new capital Constantinopleictv became modern-day Istanbul
in Turkey. The church that she built in Jerusaleas wedicated to St Constantinus.
British princes and princesses had for generati@es the only ones eligible in
Britain for sainthood — witness St Tysilio the setfecentury royal monk behind the
Tysilio Chronicle — and Constantine was accorded the same accolade.

Then Helen assembled her fleet and sailed fromaJadmck to Britain, we would
argue.

The following is a quotation from ‘The Arms of tieftains’ (olo Manuscripts: a
Selection of Ancient Welsh Manuscripts, Liverpool, 1888, page 415):

‘From the time of Lucius to that of Coel Godebogedwundred and forty years. This
Coel was a king, whose daughter, named Ellen Luegdaent to Jerusalem, where
she found the Holy Cross, which she brought withtbdritain; as the Bard has
recorded in the following stanza:—

When Coel’s fair daughter, Ellen, found, with toil,
The HOLY CROSS, on Canaan’s guilty soil,
And thence to Britain bore it, — faith-elate, —

Three hundred years and twenty told the date.’

Although this dating is too early, we nonetheldsss the view that the Holy Cross in
its silver box did indeed come to Britain, but iDA326. It is apparent that Helen then
paraded the Holy Cross around western Britain.

When ancient Emperors, Empresses, Kings and Quesetled they took all their
treasures with them. This usually required a wagan of ox carts, travelling at

around 10 miles a day. All around Wales and pdrEsngland this route can be traced
along the path of place names - Field of the Crésg] of the Cross, Ridge of the
Cross, Pass of the Cross and so on. All these Kbuwelsh names are around 10
miles apart. From the Nevern area in West Walesah® meanders east through
South Wales before turning north to reach the lgwel area, at — note — St Helen'’s.
The route then heads west once more to Anglesesgtendisea passage seems to have
brought the Cross south once more, to be broudiarasit Deu Gleddyf (Milford
Haven).

Ancient Roads around Wales are named Sarn Helea Highways of Helen. These
include sections of roads from Chester to Caerl€arnarvon to the south and from
Neath to Brecon. Yet in the matter of the roadsetli® scope for confusion with a
later Helen (Elen), daughter of Eudaf, so thigipalar evidence is presented more
tentatively.
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In the Harleian 3859 Manuscript Constantius is eezad ‘Constanti’ and next to this
emperor’'s name is given the attested death daA®@06. There is a note in Latin
after this entry, referring to the wife of ‘Constidrwhich in English says this:

‘Elen Linyddog who went out of Britain to searchr tbe cross of Christ as far as
Jerusalem and from there she brought it with h&dpstantinople and there it is to
this day.’

The reference to Constantinople in the quotatiomfHarleian 3859 provokes from
us a question: “Which Constantinople?” The readay ive surprised to learn that
there is a tiny hamlet in West Wales called Coristaple. Nearby is the ruined site
of Castell Ellyn Fawr — the Castle of the GreatéttelThere is Cefn Banon — Ridge of
the Empress, and Avon Banon — River of the Empf@tger names are Avon
Nanhyfer — River of the Sanctuary and Castell Néahy Castle of the Sanctuary,
and so on.

The Ancient British Mabinogi Tales have an accafrthe knight Peredur (‘Steel
Shirt’) arriving at a small town and taking lodgsgith a miller and his wife. Near
the Helen sites is the hamlet of Trefelyn Farchdgch means Town of the Mill-
Knight or the Mill-Town Knight. Peredur finds thidiere are dozens of mills in the
area to grind flour and make bread for the largaler of soldiers of the Empress.
Modern research confirms that just West of Trefétanchog every farm had a small
mill complete with mill-pond etc. The present-dagearcher Richard Wyer has
traced at least fourteen in a small area.

So Peredur lodges with the miller and his wife eegllarly visits the powerful
Countess at her nearby court. Then the Countessesled to be the Empress of
Contantinople — Helen.

As this Mabinogi Tale is a Solar Story and Peradpresents the planet Jupiter, it is
apparent that the many large earth mounds in geer@present Stars. Three are laid
out as the Sceptre of Cephus, five as the ‘W’ Bmpeia, three as the heavenly
Triangle - and so on and on. This immediately idiestthe major constellation of the
Cross that the Greeks and Romans knew as Cygn@nhe. There are ancient
monuments placed on the ground to represent thie Bt mark the top and bottom
of the upright shaft of the cross and others toe®ggnt the extremities of the
horizontal beam of the cross. Where these linessatt is another star site and a
sealed cave, which merits investigation.

King Edward | of England demanded in AD 1282 tlmat ¥Welsh give him the Holy
Cross — and also King Arthur’s Iron Crown (on whiobre anon). He was refused on
both counts. We note that Edward erected the ‘Ble@nosses’ in the east of the
country during the period 1291-4, to mark the pasgsif the funeral cortege of his
beloved wife Eleanor of Castile. Meanwhile, Kingtur is depicted at Landaff
Cathedral, near Cardiff, in a stained glass windde/is shown carrying the True
Cross into battle, confirming that there is a ttiadi in Britain relating to this object.
Helen’s Cross is the basis of Colchester’'s armsg;hwtonsists of a cross and three
crowns. Nottingham, also associated with Coel aakki] has similar arms.
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The Christian British Queen Empress Helen diedafige around AD 330. We
postulate that she passed away at the real Comstplat in West Wales, not, as is
said, in Constantine’s new capital Constantinoplenodern-day Turkey.

It has proved feasible to trace what is possibdygrave of the Queen Empress Helen
in this same area of West Wales, though if herdbtiook place elsewhere, as is
asserted, this does not affect the argument thi@nféeprovenance was British. The
mound anyway seems worthy of excavation. Largesrunra nearby wood may also
be associated with Helen.

On the death of Helen, David Hughes has this to say

‘She died in 328 in Rome, ltaly, and was buriedehgith great pomp in the church
of “Ara Coeli” [Tillem. “Mem.” Vii. N. 7]. There isa tradition that her body was
removed from the church of “Ara Coeli” in Rome i804by British monks who
planned to take it to Britain but due to unfavoeatirfcumstances that had developed
in Britain brought it to Hautvilliers in the dioae®f Rheims, France, and interred it
there.’

We note the name of the church with interest, gitet Helen’s father was Coel. We
also note the name of Helen'’s ultimate Frenchmggplace, at least in the tradition
articulated by Hughes. Altman, a monk of Hautvglésic) near Rheims, was the
author of the mid-ninth centubyife of & Helena. It seems to have been Altman in
fact who introduced Hautvillers into the story oflein’s last resting-place.
Presumably it was Helen’s association with Triextled Altman to state wrongly that
that was her birthplace.

Constantine had several cities around the EastenmaR Empire named Helenopolis
after his mother. The siting of one of these preshigngave the sixth-century
historian Procopius the erroneous idea that Hed@mecfrom Bithynia in Asia Minor.
The twelfth-century chronicler Henry of Huntingdam Book 38 of hidHistory of the
English, has something to say about Constantine in thyiarde

‘Rebuilding the city of Deprana in Bithynia, in haur of the martyr Lucian, who was
there buried, he changed its name to Helenopalismi@mory of his mother.’

In Britain, Helen’s true birthplace, homeland amsgible last resting-place, the
Lancashire town of St Helens still bears her nasngrabably the northernmost point
of the peregrination of the True Cross around wadBgitain. Helen is the patron

saint of Colchester and also Abingdon. At ColchegeHelen’s Chapel is believed

to have been founded by Helen herself. There amiple of dozen holy wells in
Britain dedicated to St Helen. St Helen'’s, Bish@tegis a church in London. Besides
being a parish church it once served as the cliapah adjoining medieval nunnery
called St Helen and the Holy Cross. There are atherches dedicated to Helen
dotted around this country and indeed the worlce GiBritain’s oldest colonies is an
island in the South Atlantic called Saint Helena.

Helen was a huge figure in the history of Westewrope. She brought the Holy
Cross back to Britain, where we believe Westerngiianity had been founded in AD
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37 —"the last year of Tiberius", according to thenk Gildas and others. She made
Christianity a legal religion in the Roman Empiré kad always been so in Britain.

The British Christian provenance of Helen solvesyatery for historians: why her
son chose Christianity as the official state religof the Roman Empire. The risible
rival idea — that the great Empress Helena arase &n innkeeping obscurity so
profound as not even to have had parents whoseslaave come down to us —
instead yields an enigma: how come Helen hasnineche patron saint of
barmaids?

Helen was a huge figure in her own right, but &lscause of her only son, who
honoured his British mother abundantly and alschieeneland, which with high
probability was his own birthplace. Tradition hgsas recounted by E O Gordon, that
he took with him to his new capital of Constantiteoihe sword of Julius Caesar. This
had been lost by the Roman invader during his 1owasf Britain in 55 BC. The

sword is represented to this day on the coat osarinthe City of London [see More
6]. Access to this talismanic weapon and the gtalitd desire to move a British
national treasure across the Roman Empire is inceimepsible in the context of a
non-British Constantine. He could take it wherenaated because he was ‘King of
Britain’.

David Hughes possibly discloses another natioealstire as having come down to
King Arthur, when he describes on his page 173thugation in AD 494, a time when
a new leader had to be selected from among rivakcalers:

‘It was at this time that the pope, St. Gelasiugterhis “Epistle to the Britons”, and
in it suggested to let God decide. He sent alorh thie epistle a crown. The crown
was probably the old British crown inherited by Gtamtine “The Great” from his
mother, Saint Helena, daughter and co-heiressedBtlish King Coilus I, which
had been added to the imperial regalia when Cotiséanthe King of Britain, who,
associated with his mother, Queen Helena of Britsieceeded his father,
Constantius “Chlorus”, the Roman Emperor, on thedral throne.”

Henry of Huntingdon, whose Book 38 has just betdcicommented in the same
passage on Constantine, thus:

‘Constantine, who reigned thirty years and ten henivas the flower of Britain; for
he was British both by birth and country; and Bnitaever produced his equal, before
or afterwards.’

This reign length corresponds to the period froemdbath of Constantine’s father in
AD 306 until Constantine’s own death in AD 337. 3 kpeaks to the accuracy of
Henry of Huntingdon’s source material.

An article by Hans Pohlsander on Constantine tleatinDe Imperatoribus Romanis
has this to say:

‘The emperor Constantine has rightly been calledniost important emperor of Late

Antiquity. His powerful personality laid the fourtdans of post-classical European
civilization; his reign was eventful and highly dratic. His victory at the Milvian
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Bridge counts among the most decisive moments nhdwuostory, while his
legalization and support of Christianity and hiaridation of a “New Rome” at
Byzantium rank among the most momentous decisioasraade by a European
ruler. The fact that ten Byzantine emperors after lhore his name may be seen as a
measure of his importance and of the esteem inhntgcwas held.’

Some of the above has been set out in detail ithook The King Arthur Conspiracy
published in 2005. A good account of Helen acqgithre True Cross in Jerusalem
can be found in the English Manuscript callée Exeter Book and the account of
Helen depositing the Cross in ‘Constantinople’, YW&ales, is in the Harleian 3859
Manuscript, as we have said. Note, though, thatonjectures relating to the Cross
and Helen’s possible last resting-place in Britia very carefully differentiated here
from the independent contention that Helen was®BritTheTysilio Chronicle,

garbled though it can be at times, should not lelowked. It and the other British
sources are correct: Helen was most definitelyi®rit

Alan Wilson & Baram Blackett are the authorsfothur & the Charters of the Kings,
The King Arthur Conspiracy andThe Trojan War of 650 BC

Notes on Sources

David Hughes’sThe British Chronicles (Heritage Books, 2008) is in two parts:
Book 1 (ISBN 978-0-7884-4490-6) and Book 2, Appan@enealogical Charts
(ISBN 978-0-7884-4491-3)

Juliette Arden’s bookCole 200-1920 A.D. (Tercentenary Edition, 1920) may be
viewed at:
http://www.archive.org/details/cole2001920ad00arde

For drawing our attention to the Eumenius footmoggerial in the 1811 translation of
theTysilio Chronicle [Appendix 1], we thank Mike Gascoigne, authorFairgotten
History of the Western People (Anno Mundi, 2002; ISBN 0-9543922-0-5)

See below for Appendices I-llI
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Appendix |

On the next page is an excerpt from the 1811 tatinsl by Peter Roberts of the
Tysilio Chronicle. Its original title wasChronicle of the Kings (Bodleian Library,
Shelfmark Douce T., 301). Consideration is givefomtnote 1 on page 96 to the
birthplace of Constantine, with the conclusion thatas in Britain.
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Appendix Il

Reproduced below is the frontispiece of a transhagiublished in 1864 of a book by
John de Wavrin, which appeared in 1455. (The layoumperfect because the
frontispiece was scanned and digitized for thiseayolix.)

On the following page is an excerpt from the syioiatble of contents, dealing with

the story of Constantine and his British motherddelt is typical of the confident
handling by British chroniclers of the Helen andh€@ntine story.

A COLLECTION

OF THE

CHRONICLES AND ANCIENT HISTORIES OF GREAT
BRITAIN, NOW CALLED ENGLAND,

BY

JOHN DE WAVRIN, LORD OF FORESTEL.

TRANSLATED

BY

WILLIAM HARDY, F.S.A.,

CLERK OF THE RECORDS OF H.M. DUCHY OF LANCASTER.

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY, UNDER THE
DIRECTION OF THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS.

FROM ALBINA TO A.D. 688.

LONDON:
LONGMAN, GREEN, LONGMAN, ROBERTS, AND GREEN.

1864.
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CONTENTS. XXX1X

How Constantius came into England, and espoused Helen,
the daughter of King Choel. Concerning the birth of
Constantine ; how he drove out the Emperor Maxentius,
and how Helen found the cross. CaapTER XLIV. p. 144

[The Romans are overjoyed at the death of King Ascle-
piodatus. They send Constantius, a senator, over to
Britain with a large army. Choel receives him amicably,
and engages to renew the tribute to Rome. Peace is
made. Choel dies shortly after, leaving an only daughter,
Helen. Constantius marries Helen, and comes to the
throne. He offers up prayers for the birth of a son, which
at last is born, and is named Constantine. His father,
Constantius, dies eleven years after, and the government
is undertaken by Queen Helen. Constantine succeeds at
a competent age, and endears himself to his people by his
goodness. The persecutions of Maxentius, emperor of
Rome, who by his tyranny forces several noble Roman
families to flee into Britain. They exhort King Constan-
tine to go to war with Maxentius. Constantine sails to
Rome, deposes Maxentius, and proclaims himself emperor.
He is accompanied by his mother and his three cousins,
Leominus, Trahen, and Maurius. Queen Helen crosses
the sea, and goes to Jerusalem, where she summons all
the Jewish elders, by whose assistance she finds the Cross,
which had remained concealed. Leominus marries a Roman
lady, and has a son named Maximian (Maximus). Ostones,
duke of Wales, seizes the kingdom of Great Britain on the
departure of Constantine. Trahen is sent by Constantine
to oppose him. He lands at Porchester, and thence marches
to Winchester. A battle is fought here, in which Trahen
is defeated, and forced to take to his ships. He goes
into Scotland, and ravages the country. Is pursued by
Ostones, but gains a victory over him, and Ostones is
obliged to fly. He goes over to King Compert, of Nor-
way, for aid against Trahen. Ostones uses his influence
with his friends in Britain to kill King Trahen, on whose
death Ostones returns to Great Britain. He takes pos-
session of the country, and kills all the Romans whom he
finds. ]
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Appendix Il

Percy Enderbie published a history of Britain ir616This was shortly after Charles

Il had taken the throne, following the Cromwelli@public. Enderbie’s opus,
Cambria Triumphans or Brittain in its Perfect Lustre, was dedicated to the new
sovereign. In it is to be found an analysis ofakiglence for the British provenance of

Helen of Colchester. The present appendix compeggacts from Enderbie’s book.
[Note that ‘f" is frequently to be read as ‘s’.]
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g and Mederne Eﬁate

N “The mannet of the Inveﬁure of the P:inces, with thc Coats of Arms o
: . Of the Nobxhty

; ‘»lr[ o
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The first item, p130, describes ‘Old King Coel’,&d Helen’'s great-great-
grandfather, described here as ‘Coillus’. Coelunfided Colchester, we learn, wherein
both Helen and Constantine are reported as hawag born.

_ 130 The Ancient and Modern LibIII,
| COILLUS. |

Oh ILLUS theSonof Marins, was after his Fathers deceafe made King of Brittain, in
K citu t ch¥ci¢r of our Lord 135. faith Holinfed, Fabianfaith 126. ThisCoillm or Cyill, had
broaghe up at N;S yo ltf ful education amongft the Romans, in the very Imperial City it felf ; who being of s
Rome. dan'laedp" it, applyed his time to warlike exercifes, in which he fo excelled, that he was both
: laf ml; d and beloved by the Romans ; and to requite their favours,and to continue towards
‘“:I‘T“_‘l')gmd affeQions, he payed without any grudging or feeming difcontent their accufto-
_meb ribute, by which means he fpent hisdayes in peaceand tranquillity 5 he fo far excelled
n d"(‘:‘“t}' &hbefﬂlt‘r’ath?t he drew unto himfelfthe hearts and good wills,both of the Nobles
:?this(:immpﬂ; Thc‘buxlgimg of Colchefler is afcribed to this King, which is the chiefeft City
dE ay in Effex, wherein Lucius, Helena and Conftantine, the firlt Chriftian King,Emprefs,
and kmperotir in the world were born, which made Nechax to fing as he did.

From Colchefter there fprung a flar,
The rayes whereof gave glorions light
Thronghout the world in climates far,
Great Conftantine, Romes Emperour bright.

ThisCity is walled about,raifed u i i i
. pona high erench of earth,though no ba-
(;'x?; fix gat;s of entrance, and three poﬁcrnsgin the Weft wulﬁcﬁ«ﬂl& 2!«2!‘\;:;’:1!141":::;:?: for
Wft;']ga‘;’:;]n c"l'l’“;}"“h In compafle 1980 paces,wherein fland 8 fair Churches,and two other
chou Me walls for Gods divine Service ; St.Tewants & the Black-{r_ynrx decayed in thefub=
tur S,*dt. l 41? Mﬂgde/tm, the Nunnery St. Fobmwsand the Crochiet ryers fuppreffed ; withia
owards the Eaft is mounted an old Cafile, and elder ruines upon a trench conuinir:ﬁ_ two

-‘;&;;1 :f' Ground, where as yet may be feen che provident care they had againft all enfuing

The ‘Coelus’ in the following item, from p154, i€l Il, in the third century:

}f?[cpioiiotus depofed him 5 next to Afclepirdotus Was .King Coelns 5 Fatherto the moft ‘
renowned Emprefs St. Helena, married to Comftautins Emperor, and Mother to great:
Conflantine their fon, our moft glorious King and Emperor, after which time out -
Hiftory w ilinot be fo cbfcure and confufed as now itis; for asin the fucc.cﬂion of thefe Ir
have now remembered thereis queftion , {o concerning the time o_f their Government, .
and their converfation alfo, whetherit were Chriftian or otherwile, it is not free from dif. A ]

: N e h;
ficulty. Antiquaries {ay that Caranfus was next King to‘Baﬁqnw-“_Tl}creforc whet

..p154:

Catal.Reg.©  and otherwriters, that Severys dyed in the year of Chriit213, L he Author of the La-
Britante Hift. talogue of our Brictith Kings, thus fetteth down their fucceffions and Regiments, with
Galf. Mon. — ¢heir. continuance, Baffianns Ceracel fix years, Caraufius {even years, Alecius fix years,
Afclepiodotus thirty years, Coelustwenty ieven years. Aftexwhom Comftantins his fon in

law by marrying his Daughtev, St, Helena fucceeded inthe crown, by which accompt we

_ have between the death of Severas and Confhantius his reigning here76. years, and from

p155:

T e m—pyes eesa = essno SSTompas Trasswes A ARES AP LGN

he::gafter. Andit feemeth that dirvers Hiftorians not obferving that Conflantins was here
twice, marrying St. Helena the firft time, and the fecond time receiving her again, when
Mazximian the perfecuting Emperour, had forced him to put her away, do thereupoa var

and differ much about the years of oiir Kings in thofe times : an old manufeript Chronicle
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p156:
- . Coel,

King Coel Wbobegan’his‘reign in the year of our i.ord 262. ) havi W
_ : ' . ng now both Warrant
and _Way to advance the Title to the Crown of this Kingdom, gnd hclg tofreethe a?ﬁi&fd
~ Chriftians thereof, fromthe miferies of their fo long and grievous perlecution ("as it feen-
__ethmoft probable) at this time and upon thefe occafions , -he took Armes againft Aﬁ;lefit"
ggﬁ’,e rrﬁﬁ:x;ed ngI,_Im :l!!xs P(;r{fccl]ltiO;l, [ﬂevg him and was crowned King, as ouir Hiftorians

ous: Harding al{o plainly faich, that ¢ inft . jod ot

by reatonof (his grae per‘%‘ecuti (]))n'x y faith, thac Coel toek Armes againft Aftlepiodotu

...p156:

And howfoever vAﬁ:lepiodotsz concurred wich ‘the Romuan perfecutors , and pleafed
them in vexing and tormenting Chriftians here in Britany; yet otherwife he was
very unpleafing unto them: “He troubled the Roman power in all things, and

therefore chey were glad of his death, Ponticus Virsnniue him{elf,2 Roman, faith
; : : they

LielIV. Brittif and Welfh Hiftory. 157

they did efteem l}ing their greac enecmy, and as for fuch "an one rejoyced at
his deach,' and this Joy was not onely of particular Romans, but of the whole
Senate which r-uled chiefly in matters of Eftate. Therefore when our A ntiquities affure
us that Coe/ obrained the Kingdom, and was ciowned, and as an old French manufcripe
gpe‘akcrh, regna fur Britanie, rulech over Brittain, and was thus inabled and made power~
ulto redrefle whar he found oFenfive and wickea, being abfolute King, 4and joyfully fo ré-
ceived of the Brittains, as our Fiftorian (aid before, C ?

Wherefore Brittains were all full glad and fuine, ,
Of King Coelus that fucconred all their pain. , : e
And he himfelftaking acception to Afc/epiodotus,next to his charging him with ufurpidg
the Crown, for being t@backward in reﬁﬂ.ipng the Roman perfecutcﬁ's,gwould not lfaillzil‘ig
the like error with him, but asis proved already fuccoured all their pain, and ucterly ceaf-
ed the perfecution againft Chriftians of Britcain which were thus joyful of his coronation
and thereby relieved and redeemed them from  their afffi&ions all his time, which both
by our own and.forrexgn Hiftorians , continued to che end of the third hindred of years.
The Remanshaving no power here either to perfecuce . Chriftians,or to any other purpofe. Mr.
Buc as our Brictifh and other Biftorians teftify, wholly loft their government here, untill
after the death of King Coel, or the comming of Comftantins hislon in law hicher, the (e-
confi ti‘me',ve{'ynlittlc E)fefox"e King Coel bis death. Oar Scottify Hiftoriaus fay cthdt King

Broughton,

...p157:

- this Kingdom, being anaged man before Dioclefian his perfecution began. T'hird!y our Hi-
ftorians fay that his daughter St.Felen,wliich had her education by his dire&ion, was inftru-
&cd and taught in the chriftian faich.A late Auchour thus fpeaketh,of this,Helena ffe was firf
itz'ﬁrué?ed'z’.n the faith of Chrift by Coel ber father as Petrus de Natalibus feithsand yet if we en-

...p157:

The Roman Emiperours after the death of Feliogabolns,until Conflanting married firft,or afs
ter received again Helena daughter of Coel, had little command in this Kingdom, there-

p158: ,
lives. Dioclefirn was then chofen Emperor, who adjoyned Muaximianus un-
to bhim 3 in like Government thefe two Emperours eleCted two Cefars, Valerim
Maxinus and Conftantins Chloris 5 to which Conftantins he commitred the recovery of

Brittdﬂj- 7 !
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...p158:

knowing that by the Regal claim and title of Bristein, Queen Helena was the
lawfull ~ an undoubted keir and Owner thereof, that fhe was a Chriftian, and. de-
fcended of fuch parents, and abfolute Queen of fuch a Country, the rare virtues and
yildom, ‘the was endued with, her potency thereby, wich her viftorious and triumphant
husband Cosfantins that they had children to fucceed them in the Kingdom, and
Government of Brittain, and fuch as by eredible Antiquities befcre were Chriftians,
and thereby more likely to enlarge amd dilate, then to reftrain or hinder. the
profeflion of Chriftianity, they knew thefe Impediments to their wicked difignements
muft be taken away-before they could take effeft, whereupon beginning with
the chiefeft and principal propugnacle, the title of Queen Heler, her marriage
with Cougfanrins, and love between them, they firft affanlted this by pretended
difabilicy in thac title and -marriage. Her lawfull Title by Regal Lineal difcent

...p158:

Like to'this have fome other flatterers of the Romans wriccen, by which we fee they
went about ucterly to difable the Queen to haveany title tothe Kingdom. This they
fo urged to Conftantivs, and fo difgraced his marriage with thac renowned Lady,
that in the end they compelled him, to puc her away; and take Theodora a Pagan,
Daughter of the perfccuring Emperor Maximian in her place, then they banithed St.Lu

pl165:

But after the death of fo many renowned and glorious Martyrs, whofe blood beautified ataria scol2.
‘and encreafed the Church of God (Sanguis Martyrum femen Ecclefiey let usreturn to At ‘é‘af_"l'
Conftantius Claras , and his moft admired confort -and chafte Spoufe St. Helena : Some}m’b“
therebe (whether to detra& fo great a glory from this Nation, and giveic to another 5 F oy, wigorns
or of Ignorance in Hiftory ydo fay,that one Theodora was the firft lawful wife of Consfantins, Chron. an.
aud the bleffed Heiena mother of thax happy Emperour the great Couflantine, was not on- g’;"&cﬁz'}‘
ly a firanger to this Nation, but of- a mean eftate (and whick isunworthy to be written ) prfé't, invitd
not the wife,buc concubine of Conftantins,with name and ateribute Concubina 3 this, the moft St. Zelens,
noble Emprefs St. Helena is ftiled by, not onely among divers forreign Writers, but of this Marianas Scos
Nation alfo, as Marieuus Scotus, and Flovéntinus Nigornienfis (as they are now publifhed) g;ﬁaﬁ;”"s‘
many of which do not, to the dithonour of thaemoft holy Lady and thisher Countrey,ab-p 250" o
ftain from the {fame phrafe of {peech. This errour being overthrown, overthroweth the Annal.an.306
other, that the was a ftranger and bafely born, for excepting thofe that wander Fac. Gordon
in that Traft, all agree, fhe was the fole daughter arid heic of the Noble Brictith %273
King Coe!, far from being cither an Alien , or of bafe parentage and defcent ; and the Z5 Hift.
more eafily to overthrow them , it firft fighteth with, and (o overthrowethic felf.  Some Eccl. Britt.
which encline to this errour, fay, thatfhe did fecretly fly out of ier Countrey, and went ;"m"’f 2 2
to Rome, and there was (o familiar with Confentins the Emperour 5 butitis evident by all s,f{-iz'f’in' Cons
Hiftories , that Conflentins at the frft acquaintance wich Helene , was not Emperour , 10r fizp, ‘
long after ;- neicher was he at Rome, but in Britcain, in thiscime fent hicher by Aurelianus Masth. weft.
the Emperour, in the year of Chrift 273; and (‘as both Zofimus and Swidss fay) lived o 2T L
moft here; and being fent hither by Aurelianys the Emperour (asfo many agree)tohave g0 5y
long imployment , and great caufe to ftay here; he muft needs come hither about that gyres.

time, /
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166 The Ancient and Modern ks IV,
Marti.Polo.  timé, for by all Antiquities Aurelianus died foon afcer, and was Emperor but a fhort
Coxton fol. 38. time, {o that neither Conffantins nor 'Queen: Helena cauld be either at Rome; or in any
Hollinfied ' 5lace but in Brittain at this time.

f{'ﬁ -of Bre: Nicephorus and fome later afeer him would have her to be born "in Bithinia at Drepas
c;;»g.in St. mum, and the Daughter of an Inkeeper rhere, with whom Conftantins pafling that wa
Helen. ta the Perfians, feli in love, but this is made unpoffible, by thatis faid before, of the hea
N§00P~ Ly ing of both Conflantins und Helena in Brittain, fo remote from any part of Bithinis
L,,',{,.E, Chefne 2 that time, and neither ofthem coming to or ncer Dropanum or any part of Bithinia,
1.4 Hift. atorafter this time, but when fhean holy Widdow , many years after Conftantius dedth,
Maric.l.2. 2~ pafledby Greece in her pilgrimageto Hierufuiem, as is evident in all kind of Antiquaries,

’;‘;ﬁ;f'i’p'p,fg”;’g; and will moft manifiltly appear in its due place, Othersthere be which do term this re-

Chyonico. nowned Empre(sby the name of Concubina, as Marianus yand Floventins Wigornienfis,

Regiinan.  as they havebeen lately publifhed, and Regino , without fpeaking any thing of her

24 parencage or country 3 and Martinus Polonus, who confeffeth fhe was Daughter to the
ar, Yos0.

Infuppata. an. King of Britrain; buc it is evident that either Martinus or his publither ,
307. "hath with grofs Ignorarance abufed the Readers; for. he faith , that Conftans
oro.Frigend. tine ( not Confantins ) begot Conftantine the greatin the year of Chrift 307. when
3 c;{4sl. g by common opinion Consfantins was dead before, And not content with chis, they bring
g " MU in Conflantine the great. to be Emperor in the year 309. when by their accourit he could
Martin. Polo. Ti0tbe two years old. Theother threeif their Publithers have not abufed chem fpeak
Jupran.z09.  inthe phrale of the PaganRomans, who in thole times called atl the Wives of their
gﬁ"gi;ﬂnl Lieutenants taken for ftrangers, though never {o lawfully jogned in true marriage by
prs}))‘eéé. F.de the rude term of Concebine, as their o}d Pagan Decreeis ftill withefs againft them’,
vitn Nupria- When I(hall makeic as clearas the Sum, that St. Helen was from the beginning the
rum. . only truelawfull wife to Compantins. This I have written hereto anfwer thefe frivo~
Z:’,‘Zi‘;?f,:;’f lons Cavils agaioft that bleffed woman, and with Fobs Capgrave, call their Allegatis
far.inwita  ONS Nobetterthen dreams,” and to fpeak ftill in his words, That opinion doth not only
8. Helena.  blemifh the fame of fo holy a Wonian, but maketh that moft Ncble Conffaiitine to bea
gﬁﬁ%m”fn Baftard begot out of marriage, and {o difableth him to have been the Hgir of Conffanti-
Py us either King or Emperor, when all Men know he came to the imperifl Dignity by
Zofimus Comes vight of Inberitance.  And thus he taxeth the Authors of Ignorance, thefe things pleafed
in Cenftantino them, becaufethey knew not che trach, Ipfos forfan qui iaferipferunt ¥alia placuerunt,
i&:j".’an 292. qf.'itt potiara & weriora invenire minime Potuerunt. Divers forraign Hiﬁor_fxans, as Baroe
¢ 301, #ius, Spondanus, and others, write as plainly in thismatter, and may with great war-
Marial.2 ¢ xant 5 foras Caffiodonnsisan able witnefs,icisbut aPagan report, and raifed firft by Zo-
141.6-a1.305.* fiygns ethat,moft malicious Ethnick, and Rayler againft Conflantine, for profefling and ad-
clg[dg;ol?l e vaucing'sgf Chriftian Religion, and renouncing Idolatry : and this is evident by the beft
«8. ¢ learned Authors them(elves which in any fenfe called St. Helens by that name, for they
FlovenWige . do plainly confefs, as namely Marianns, that St Helen wasthe true wife of Confrantins,
g’f@g;ﬂ"-'?ﬂe' and he forcedby Mawximian the Emperor to put her away and take Theodora his wifes
O ora, Daughter.  Andfurther faith, Couftantine was the true Son and heir of Conflantis, and
Piingg.ad- _by that citle'fiicceeded him in the Kingdom and Empire, which could not be truly faid,
canft.apud,  if Heley had not bzen his lawfull wife; weicher could Comfantins by this learned and
f;’z’;ogf”” holy Author be named a Religious Father,if hehad not begot his Son lawfully in true
Hen.Spond.i- Warriage.  Avd St. Bede confeffech from Entropins, that Conffanrine fucceeded his Father
bi . inthe Kingdomof Brittein, andfo by him alfo muft necds be his lawéull fon,Florenti=
Hm'rég Hiff. us Wigern writeth in the {ame manner, and confeflech St. Helen to have been here in
%‘,ii-m la."ll}?g:nz'- Brittain Jong after herfon Comftantine was Emperor, yet thefe be the chiefeft Authars that
o leli;ﬂ)-‘ in any feq(‘e have tcrmcd St. Heler by that pame. =~ ) Co - '
Hiffer.ad-an,.. - Itis evident by all hiftories, not only of Chriftizns; that St. Helew was a moft chaft
%(Zfr;pa Le. and holy Woman, and thac Gonftantins alfo Jived in conjugal chaftity , marrying whes
Lus.in camp. h_g was but young , buc alfo even by the Pagan writers themfelves, as witneffeth Gal*
HifhRom,in  lianus the Orator that lived in this rime , in his publick oration to his fon Conflastine;
Conft. {nalx‘ and others s therefore St. Helen bemg the firft woman, thatwas thus wedded unto him in
52/?%210 marriage, {he muft needs be his true lawfull wife by their own teffimonies. And the
Conftam Nia- fax_ueAurhm‘ witneffech before Conflantine at the publick folemnity of his marriage
naffes.l. An- With Fayfta, in moft plain and exprefs words that Conflantine was born in Bristain, 10
'}51[] ” teflifie divers Authors even of the Roman Hiftory, among whom one plainly faithy.
Pu“d’f;;‘h&;’. t}l:ar Cl'r{n_{%amme wasthe la.wfullfon of Conffantins and Helen, and born in Brittain, an
Ldiorig.  that his Father Confiantins wascompelled by Herculinsthe Emperor o be divorced from
Franc. ~  Helenhistrue wife, to take Theodora Daughter in Law of that Emperor. Eatropins plait
fufebE.Ci‘gn.a;x. Iy' {aith, chat Confbantine was fon of Conffamtius in true marriage: Conffantinus Manafes
it Rom. - faith, St. Helenwas the wife of Confrantins, and a moft blefled Woman. Hunibaldws -
Vistor. in Dio- POVE 1000, years lince, relateth the Hiftory of the compofition between Conffantins an
cle.¢y Maxi- our Bricrith King Coel, as our writers- do. = Asfoon as Goel heard thar Consfantins W3S
. mis arrived , he fent Embaffadours defiring peace, and promifed ¢6 pay the tribute, fothat
he might enjoy his Kingdom, to which Conftantins agrees, this thus compofed, Coel with*
‘ in

——
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L B.. V. Brittifh and Welfh Hz%;:y. 167

“in 40.dayes dyed; whofe Daughter Helen (" to whom for beauty, and lovelinefs, knowledge in
the liberal feiencess and rare skill in mufick, Brittain never bred the like ) Conftantius tooR Theaph. Ceram
to wife, by whom be begat Conftantine, who natonly fucceeded bis Father in the Kingdon of in Chron.
Brittain ,  but alfo ( prevailing againt Maxentius) in the Empire. Vitor, Entropius, Eufo- Lebert Albas
bigs, and other ancient Authors, are wicnefles, that when Dioclefizn made Confrantins and Ser.3.de 7g;~e ;
Galerius Cefars, he compelled them to put away both their lawful wives ; Conftantins to ;(Zam%nag Bae-
put away Sz, Heless, and to take Theodore his daugheer in lawy and Galerins, Veleria his rengofus Ab-
-own daughter, which account of theirs, that St. Helen was thus put away in the year 29,4, 5% £ & in
invincibly proveth, how according to Exfebins and many others, before fetting down ge"égﬁlf"é[’l
the age of Conffantine to have been about 60 years, that “St. Helen had been the wifeof o
Constantius 20. years. Severns Sulpitins doth not only call St. Helex the crue wife of Conftan-
tius, but faich {he was Emprefle both in her husbandsand f{ons time, which proveth her
daughter and heir to Coe/ our Briteith King,by which title only fhe reigned wich Conffantine.
Theophilus Cepamens, an old Greek writer, {aith, there were Arrian Hereticks and Pagans
which denied Conftantine tobe legitimate, and that they lyed therein, mentiuntur. Egher-
tus {aith, fhe was Queen and mother of Conffantine. Beringofus an eyewitnefle of the moft
things, writing of her, faith, firft, fhe wasa Queen and fo the lawful wife of Confrantius, for
a Concubine of the greateft Emperour that ever was, isnot thereby a queen, as the Authors
name her, Queen to Rule,to Governe : nor can the lawful true wives of Kings, be termed
. Queens by fuch worthy Authours, except they were Queens by title of Inheritance,or fuch
like, as our Antiquaries write of Queen Helen, that (he was daughter and heir to her father
King Coel, which this worthy author doth alfo(though a firanger to us ) confirme, when he
proveth fhe was of moft noble parentage : and by experimental arguments; becaufe he had .
{een che old buildings of her ftately pallace, corftinuing in histime, the pavement whereof
was marble and [ouchftone, the moft Regal Palace inall thofe parts, the walls were
gilded with gold, her chamber was {o fumptuous, that the like was not in the World, Stdtely build-
and to free her from all flanders, the chamber of her hearc and foul was far more pure 3148 of St.Helen
and in all chings fhe was obedienc to the will of God, and yet externally plea- QOfBriftaia. -
ﬁngd to her husband Cowfteuting ; althongh more pleafing to God then to her “huf~
band, o . : o
. Thus we fee how far this moft biefled and noble Queen and Emprefle, was in all times,
from being bafe,cither by birth or converfation,fuch fan&ity of life could never agree with 2 ‘};’"gof b
" that foule name, by which fome have fo wrongfully termed her 5 fuch parentage, Pallaces”™
and Revenues, able to entertain the greaceft Princes according to their ftate and  dignicy,
' muft denominate their noble owners with better termes and atteibutes. The Hofteffe, Inkee
pers Stabularig;except we will expound them in fo large a fenfe,that we thall {o ftile Abra=
ham and Lot that lodged the Angels, thofe that entertained Chrift, all receivers of Kings,
Princes and Emperours, and all Harbourersor Exercifers of Hofpitality 5 for {fo both St.
Helen and King Coel, entertained Confantins, theonea husband, the other a fonin law,
as Princes ufe. It feemech this Pallace and lands in and sbout Trevers to have defcended to
St. Helen by her mother, orfome Anceftour of that Country, for both Beringofus faich, St,
Helen was brought up at Trevers 5 and Otho Frigenfis {aith, the was by {fome of her Ance-
ftours come fromthence. And Trevers - being at that time, themoft renowned place of
thofe countries for Nobility, Learning and Chriftianity, and the the only child of her fa-
ther King Coe/, and tofucced him in the Kingdomof Brittain, hefent her thitherto
have the moft noble educarion,and there it was probably where fhe firft came to be acquain-
ted with Conflantius, then living inthofe parts.  And thismade the Attonement beeween
the Romansand K. Coe? to be fofoon and peacably effefed,withount any effufion of blood, .0
as our Antiquities tell us. , ‘
The marriage of Conflantius and Helena isby what is faid {o clear,that it is needleffe to
fpeak any more of thatfubjeé. I will onlyadd thisfor the prefents Theold Infeription
of the Church of §t. Gereon at Cullen, fonnded by her,proveth her to be a Queen,and an ex
ample to Kings. .

Regibus exemplum, facroque chrifmate plena, .
‘Condidit boc Templum Sangti Gereonis Helena,

A patterne unto Kings, chis heavenly light 5
St. Helen (hining with alf vertue bright.

In honour of St. Gereon here did raife

This ftately Church to her eternal praife,

At theagreement betwixt Conftantinsand Coel, befides paying the Tribute, and Coel to Alf. Mo, H
enjoy the Kingdom during hisnatural Life, it was fuccher agreed that Conftantins fhou!d Reg.Brit, Lise
take again his wife St, Helen, daughter and heir to King Coel, and by her righc be King afac. 6.
ter the death ofher father. By which covenantand article agreed upon and truly Pout. Virun:
executed as it was, the ficlt marriage becween Confiantins and Helen was even by Rpoaman

gan
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Pagan lawes themfelves proved and declmjed:o be ‘rue and }a_wfuli » and the children
thercin begotten legitimare, and the taking of T!.veor{o_ra, living Ymh her, :mc! chil
dren by her tobe adulterate, and utterly unallowablein any fenfe, even by cheiy own
Pagan conflitutions; for although thofe Pagan wicked decrees, did allow to the Prefidents
of Provinces which were unmarried withour penaley’ to keep Concubines, pro-
phanely thinking (" as fome new feeming Ch}‘iﬁians have done ) that men unmarried
could not livechaft, yecchey never permited it to married Preefelts, gnd Prefidents, fuch
Elius L. us Couffantins was, as their own Hiftorians witnefs. By x.vhxch eathenilh Roman .-
p,.,-'ffm e, Law Helena was not only the Concubine,and no wife of ConFantius,but a Concubine, prohi-
Sever, bited in their own proccedings, and her ghlldgen in like cafe of repro.ac'h with her. P
Marh eft. d Therefore Coyfantins being ag:m}ft bis will by power of Muximian {cparated from.
alii fipra. St. Helen his true wife, and 2 Lhnfuan’from that time ever in affe&ion, cquld-
Mamijc.Bift, not but be ever moft ready and joyfull to be o quietly and honourably reconciled
Ecclef.Win- unto her again , which is {ufficiently infinuated by, our Authors ceftifying that Couflan-
o g, . tiwsinall things granted to King Coel his commands, requiring nothing of him for
s Tift the Romans bue their old Tribute, which as our Antiquaries fay was 1006, pounds,

© Cantaby. . . .
Aczademizp. only in money : one of our Hiftoriansfaith of this matter in this manner.
19, .
Harding c. 6o Of which Censfance was glad of his entent,
And here aboad at prayer of the King.

Whercby he did {ufficiently declare the great content and joy he had of chis recon-
ciliation rto his wife St. Helen , and her Father, his Father in Law, King Coel, 1a-
ther chufing and preferring , during his life, 1o make his aboad here as a Subjed, -
then now being chofen and defigned Emperor to  continue inany other Nation with

" that greateft temporal glory and command.
‘He rerook He-

Lon Dangter of Thug be fignified this fo long and much defired attonement. Helenam Coeli Regis
the Kivg to _ Jiliant in focietasem Theri vecepit , which word RECEPIT, that Conftantins did at that
conjugal foci-time receive Helen again, if wehad no other argument or authority ufed by divers
ety. our ancient Antiquaries, proveth that this was the reconciliation, “and not the firft
marriage of thofe noble perfons. Andimpoffible it isthat any of thefe Authors which

fpeak of this union, fhould take it for the firft union in marriage, for all of them

o acknowledge that Conffantins died {oonafter this Reconciliation, (the Monck of #ep
Math.Weftan- minfter fayeth within three years ) by Merianus within two years, by Martinus Polonus
s . the fame  year. The like have others, by which account and confeffion Conffantine
30s.306.  hould be either unborn, or not above two years old at the moft, when he was King
of Brittain, and Emperor alfo after his Fathers deach. Shortly after this coming

Of Conflantius, and ihis attonement between him and King Coel thus made, King Coel

dyed within five weeks, faith Harding, a moneth and eight dayes, faith Galfridus,

Hard.Chron. c. Virunnins faith within one moneth, fo likewife doth the Monck of Weftminfler, Hard-

. . ingwriteth that Conffantins was Emperor before he was King of Brittain,
Galf Mon. Hiff )
Reg. Brit.l, s, '
.6, '
Pont. Virum * - 'But King Conftance of Rome was high Chriftain ,
Hift.l s, ) A Ey the Senate firft made the Emperor,

Harding c.61.-

Fowes fol. 44. After King of Brittain and Governour,

Howes in his Chronicle bringeth in Peter de Fehan @ was tell us, that Coel Duke of Caric
Glow of Glocefter 5, Holinfyed faith, he wag Earl of Colchsfter, but where he died, or
~ where buried, no mention is made. Fabian fayeth he ruled after the accord of moft
© " writers 27, years,
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p179:

". The Brittif Hiftory faich, that Confentine refiding at Xork;, although he feemed at Brittith Hift;
firft unwilling to accepe the Imperial Title, and protefted openly againft ic, yet when fol. 138
the Senace had confirmed che Eleétion, he took upon him the Government of thofe .- <7 .-
Provinces which his Father had held in the Weft parts, and with an Army of Britteins .
and other Nations, he firft fetled France and Germany, being then in Arms againft hum,
and afterwards (ubdued Maxentius, Maximiauns Son, thac ufurped che Empire in Traly,
Then with like fuccefs he made war upon Licinins, his Affociate, who perfecuted the
‘Profeflors of Chriftianity in the Eaft parts of the World, by which means Confpantine -

* alone enjoyed the Empire, and for his many and glorious Conquefts was worthily fur~ -
named The Great. In this time the form of the Government.in Brittain, both for Civil
and Martial Caufes, was altered, and new Lawes eftablithed. The Civil Governmentof .
the Province he committed to Pacatienus , who ordered the fame as Deputy to the Pre- ¢
“folius Prevorio of Gallie (an Officer entituled by him ) with a limitation of place, and = -
reftriétion of that power whichthe ancient Prefettus Pretorio hadunder che firft Empe- "
YoOrs. ' o / : i

Constantine is the ‘he’ in this next quotationnfrp179:

- .. Among thofe Noblemen which he took with him when he departed ont of this Land, . -
as our Writers do ceflifie, were the three Uncles of his Mother Helen, Hoelus, Trabernus
" and Mariss, whomhe made Senatorsin Romwe. .. * . 7 S,

p181:

" as thefe men fay ?  And Eufebins faith, that Comftantine him{elf came hictier again,
and was here longer after this pretended Revolt , and at his death gave Brittain the
ancient Patrimony to his Eldcft Son. Again, chefe men fay, Odtevins was King here

...pl81

;t.lts;::;mmon_confent’m Antiquities, that this Maximus, or Mao_ci‘miﬂiﬂnm,“v(ras not
King in Brittain, till after the 380. year of Chrift. Therefore he muft needs Pe
- . "o 4 .

e dmmmm mm whhn Al A MV nalY manfinl Lo

Usurper Octavius, date uncertain to Enderbie; thieaa speculates that he might
have been later, at the time when a descendantlehFhssumed the imperial purple,
p181:
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here to bar the Emperors of that honour..  But he might towards the time of Maximtis, Gif on )
or Maximianus, when the Empire had more Enemies and lefs power, prevail in fome ;{1 \R:g Bri
fuch fort , asthefe Hiftorians have written of him, although they differ alfo in Maxi- };z;ﬂmpz}z-m
mian as well as in Oclevins 5 one faith, he was the Son of Traberne the Uncle of St. 5", iy
Helen, Maximian King Trabern his Son next Heir to Constantine s others fay he 3.0 "y,
was Son of Leolinns another Uncle of St. Hele#, Great Uncle to Conftantine 5 an. 379,

‘The Second Tome’ carries a dedicatory epistldnDRuke of York, the brother of
Charles I

The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Let us march a little further into the Comrt of Hononr, and great
* Theater, where mighty Emperors and Mouarchs & their parts, apd
there we fball find a great Brittiflr Conftantine the firft Chriftian Enr-

peror

[ENDS]
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